Magazine articles: 

1) I must say that I was quite impressed with the way Senator Obama conducted his speech writing, in fact, I was a little shocked too. The later affect probably comes from the fact that when I sit down to write something I also enjoy doing it in the sweet confines of a silent room with minimal outside interruptions. However, more so than the shared preference of a quite atmosphere I also resonate with his compositional style, in that I too often write down loose thoughts and jumbled feelings onto scratch paper and then reformat those words later to suit my needs in the form of complete thoughts. I feel a sort of kinship towards the Senator now in a strange way. I suppose it’s the inner writer in both of us connecting.


2)  Wow. I find it hard to believe how far a man that I once held great respect for has fallen. It was easy to infer that McCain was not willing to answer any questions that might contradict what he wrote in his books because he’s so full of the lies that he’s being told to tell by the hierarchy of his political party at this point that he is not able to differentiate between what he really believes and the diarrhea called rhetoric he is spewing as a presidential candidate; like his attack on Obama for wanting to be president out of "ambition" which was later found in McCain's book to be the reason he wanted to be president. He doesn't want to let those pesky beliefs get in the way of the machine his party is built on. McCain must have felt like the reporter was personally attacking him by bringing up something McCain sold out to be the standard bearer of the GOP, honor.
3) This article about Colin the baby whale brings up a lot of those interesting moral questions. Is it right to kill something to prevent suffering? Do we spend taxpayer’s money on caring for the whale? It’s not an easy subject to talk about without coming off as extreme in either viewpoint. I for one am in agreement with their decision on putting the whale out of its misery. A whale calf with no mother has a very low probability of survival in the wild, and a death by starvation hurts a great deal more than one via lethal injection. I guess it all comes down to the fact that while human bonds with animals are a beautifully emotional thing, we can’t deny the truth that they die every day in nature, and it’s impossible and ridiculous to expect to save them all. There is probably a whale at this very instant, stranded on the ground without a parent, yet no one mourns for that whale because we do not have any emotional connection with them. Life comes, and life goes, and that’s something very beautiful about this world.
4) This was by far the most depressing article I‘ve read in years. The use of the torn down and suffering city for political grandstanding and rhetoric; the obviously turned blind eye given to the survivors of the tragedy of the breaking levees during hurricane Katrina, and the blatant disregard that the government has for rebuilding the city’s infrastructure  has left me very close to a state of depression. How can we treat fellow humans with such blasé indifference? Doesn’t the urge to help and protect factor into politician’s plans anymore? Or is that simply overridden by an ambition for power? We have no one to blame for those who have lost their homes, other than ourselves that is.
5) I imagine tracking outbreaks of such incidents as this Salmonella thing is probably one of the hardest jobs to have. You have to coordinate sociology and biology to find something that could be anywhere. I pretty sure that the FDA can just pick a tomato off the shelf and find out where the outbreak is? I bet most of the time they are playing catch-up with the disease, backtracking through lists of the infected people, who don't know when or where exactly they ate the foul tomato. It’s really no wonder the locations of these infected tomatoes origins are so hard to determine.
Newspaper articles:

6) This hits on a sweet spot in my childhood memories. I really have mixed feelings about this adaptation-leap that the Japanese are taking with their latest anime spin-offs of preexisting comics. On one hand it's nice to see the comics being animated in a serious manner, something that doesn’t particularly happen in the United States. Meanwhile, on the other hand I don't like the idea of 'changing how the characters looks and their back-story. I’m afraid the Japanese are going to do something I just can't forgive or accept with the characters I grew up with and learned from.
7) Sometimes I believe that people who would traffic human beings in another country would do this here if given the opportunity. When you consider the Republicans who have supported Haliburton during the Bush administration, and perhaps some of the Democrats, it should be a chilling reminder that the Elite, really don't give a crap about anybody but the other members of their country clubs. If they could do it here, the stock market would shoot up, Wall street news organizations would comend the "economic brilliance" of the program. Stern Law & Order Republicans, would of course, look at the many reasons why this was a deserved punishment for whatever transgression. As long as we don’t think it can happen to us we will allow whatever it takes to make our lives better, and that's a sad truth.

8) This is just further proof that Prime Minister Putin is going insane. The ramifications of becoming openly hostile to the US, not to mention NATO, will send him and his country into the Dark Ages. I would like to know what the Russian people think of this situation. In a country where one man has such unfathomable control of spinning the media into his favor and covering the facts from his citizens with puppet-politics, I would sincerely doubt that the average Russian was very well versed on this situation from an objective standpoint.
9) Whoever said that the dog is not man's best friend is a liar that's for sure. Honestly, I've rarely seen other animals that would ever do that. It's funny how some animals help out humans regardless. Dolphins have saved humans from sharks. Dogs have saved and protected humans countless times. I’m just very mournful for the fact that the teenage mother felt the need to abandon her child out in the cold, dark night. It was probably due to the truth that abortion is illegal in Argentine.
10) The fact that so much of our food supplies depend on bees for pollination just makes the recent bee crisis that much more disturbing. The bees have become more susceptible to disease in the recent decade as well. I know that if this information turns out to be true I won’t be pleased until Bayer is sued into financial oblivion. 

